






























































































































































































































- 2 -

Need progression in units during the whole year with lots of
creative planning.

Have a good film file and resource area.
Have activities about geology, history of the area and the

people.
*Have things on Minnesota wildlife - really necessary.

Have some pre-activities for teacher, but don't overload ­
also have some kind of evaluation that they can bring
home to do after the. experience.

Have interns work there - they can concentrate on their specific
area of expertise and share a lot of information.

Broaden more to be interdisciplinary - areas developed for
special activities, but all things tie together.

Outdoor Recreation Needs:

- adventure programs - challenging activities close (like the
Valley) trails for cross-country skiing - have an incentive
program like Hennepin County Parks do (give patch if ski all
the trails)
have an area where active Environmental Education games
could be played
need equipment rental

- need all kinds of recreation areas that will be close

Trends:

kids are really into the city - don't necessarily want to
go outside (have to look at city and rural trends in relation
to Environmental Education) - once introduced to outdoor
setting, most of them like it
kids not getting environmental concept in school - important
they get it somehow because it's all tied into what's happen­
ing out there
they don't know proper camping skills, so many needed further
education
has to be a purpose to get them out there
future will be a big growth area - trying to imagine the
future so use computers, energy effecient systems, have special
room for lithe future ll

- other classes will come like social studies, histor.y, computer
classes, etc.

- more areas and programs like the Valley will have to be set
aside - need the challenge, provide alternatives, give a
few new experiences, need to tie into group dynamics and
communication skills

Brian's Comments:

sounds like a great idea!
their transportation is paid by the school
really liked it when Long Lake sent out the IIPossible Sack ll

resource booklet before they went there
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kids stay in COPE all year, but may change that next year
so more get the experience
he thinks their program has carryover value into High School,
but the High School doesn't have any real outdoor program
kids with behavioral learning problems really try hard to
ke!=!p up with "normal" kids
kids pay for their own food - this program works closely with
the parents and gets lots of support from them

- be neat if there could be some kind of theatre program on
communication, new games, skills etc. to relate to the
natural environment

109



5/21/79

Becky Meers - Thompson Avenue Group Home

(She was at the Dakota County Recreation for the Mentally
Impaired Meeting, 4-26-79 so general information is in that
interview)

Group home for moderate to high functioning mentally retarded
adults (20-35 years old) there are eight at this residence.

They have a recreation specialist to organize or support
resident's recreation opportunities. They do things as
individuals, as a "family" and with other residences or organ­
izations.

They work a lot to help residents learn to independently
participate in recreational opportunities.

Recreational Opportunities:

- lots of social recreation activities
- skating, cook-out picnics, hikes] nature activities, bird-

watching club, garden club
- camping for three-four weekends up at Camp Confidence
- one week extended trip (like to Wisconsin Dells)

Need:

- close individual campsites
rental or loan equipment

- public transportation to area for independent use
- easy signage

Environmental Education:

- mostly at camp or birding
- haven't really used nature centers - depends a lot on the

staff

Environmental Education Needs:

- easy signage (tapes) for independent use
- opportunities for the residents to plan and do activities

for themselves on a more independent basis

Trends:

More group homes who will encourage residents to be more and
more independent, especially in fulfilling leisure needs.

Outreach:

Print things so everyone knows what1s available; emphasis all
the non-structured programs that are available as well as the
structured ones.
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6/5/79

Kevin Malloy - Shanti House

Halfway House for Chemically Dependent Adolescents from 14-25
years old; primary treatment centers refer clients here; usually
have approximately 28 adolescents; usual term is a six month
stay.

Outdoor Recreational Activities:

Have done quite a bit in the past - camping, climbing, cross­
country skiing, try to get as many as possible to go through
Project Soar (week trips). Really limited now because they
have no transportation (sold their van) - they have proposals
in though, for new vans and a Therapeutic Recreation Specialist.

Environmental Education Activities:

Haven't really done that much except what they pick up through
the outdoor recreation activities.

Needs:

- need a basic introductory orientation to what the Learning
Center is, what you can do there, etc. Needs to be basic and
low level
need to be able to rent equipment
need as much variety and exposure to outdoor recreation
activities as possible

- really need to stress the interrelatedness of nature and man

Trends:

More use coming from halfway houses, group homes and other
community-based organizations, because public will accept
this people more readily - they will start claiming their
rights to access and use (or advocates will).

People will continue to want to use Nature Centers and natural
areas, but will still not have a good concept of their impact
on the environment. (Example: littering and just assume
someone else will pick up) - address this some way?

Problems:

- biggest problem is transportation - absolutely essential
for some type of mass transit to go out there

- most people will need to rent equipment
- a lot of programs geared toward upper middle class - need

things to start at a very basic, low-level; self-interpretation
is good so long as it's fairly simple

Minnesota Valley:

Pretty much day use; could really use the dorm set-up!

III



- 2 -

Kevin's Comments:

kids are from the city and only know the city ways. They
are often scared to do outside things, because they've never
done it before (want to look cool in front of friends). They
can thrive in any city, but not outside of their urban
environment
need more time to adjust and understand nature; until then
they can't responsibly regard the environment

- most of these kids go to West High - don't seem to be getting
anything at school in this area
their proposal for a Therapeutic Recreation Specialist is
supported by the idea that these kids need to learn constructive
use of their free time, that they need to be taught about the
outdoors as we]l as the city and know the resources of each,
and learn how to use parks contructively for their recreative
purposes.

112



6/5/79

Mary O'Connell, Bernie Schmidt - Emerson School
Bruce Lindbergh - Camp Tamarack

Emerson School is for trainable mentally retarded. Camp
Tamarack for 7-12th graders and special education.

The three major problems they confront is transportation, money
and staff.

Needs:

- good transportation out to the area
- good overnight facility for a class
- hostels - shuttle to maybe pick them up?
- rental equipment
- staff with varied expertise areas - worked with variety of

special populations before
- have little off-shoot areas from trail, so they can more

fully experience the area - if possible provide a lot of tactal
experiences!

- if supposed to be looking at a particular bird, etc. have a
picture or model to look at first, so they know what to look for

- trainable mentally retarded needs staff ratio of 3 or 5 to 1
- needs to have activities and curriculum ideas in Environmental

Education written up for special education teachers - especially
those new to environmental education - otherwise too scared to
try it -

- really need a clearinghouse of information for environmental
education

- try to incorporate some adventure activities for the adolescents

Outdoor Recreation Activities:

Not too much this year, but it is being written into the
curriculum for next year; includes cross-country skiing,
camping, snowshoeing, hiking, basic survival, orienteering,
fishing? canoeing, and other lifetime leisure activities.

Trends:

- the use of public tranportation will have to increase
- people from the city will go to close areas, especially those

of lower and middle class
- should involve corporations into some kind of environmental

education program -have them become involved in some local
environmental issues; their recreation directors could set
up some outdoor recreation activities at this area as well
as start interest in the environmental education program ­
Minneapolis is a prime site

Their Comments:

Important to get the political organizations for special
populations to cooperate and advise in the planning. (United
Handicapped Federation, etc.). Also important to make contact
with schools, group home systems, etc.
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Camp Tamarack is for Minneapolis students 7-12th grade; offer
great deal of variety - canoeing, backpacking, camping, rock
climbing, etc. Planning to start it as a year around facility ­
can presently house 60 during the winter. Environmental
education and outdoor activities have big priority.

If want to go for populations who will widely utilize this area,
key is on accommodating lots of varied special populations ­
from physically disabled to low-income.

Bike riding not too good because most mentally retarded don't
have the coordination.

Need to provide teacher in-service training.
School could definitely use the Minnesota Valley.
Good idea to provide hunting for special populations; fishing

real good too. Could there be a fishing pontoon for wheel­
chairs?

Shuttle is an excellent idea!

Trainable mentally retarded outdoor education cards:
~~vironmental Education for Trainable Mentally Retarded

Dr. Dennis E. Clark, Director
Wetlands Ecological Laboratory
Marion College
3200 Cold Spring Road
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222
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6/6/79

Bob Cooke - President of Minnesota Association for Deaf Persons

(Peg Thomas - interpreter)
He's one of the most influential people in the state with the
hearing impaired community - he and several others just be
contacted throughout the planning to insure their support and
interest in the project. He gave some personal views, but
mainly was an initial contact.

Outdoor Activities:

They have organized clubs in all kinds of activities for the
hearing impaired. They have 33 clubs (like snowmobiling,
camping, etc.) with some clubs having as many as 100 members.
They have a hunting club that may be interested in Ray's
Hunter Education and hunting/trapping activities.

Environmental Education Activities:

Just whatever they do on their own. Most programs at nature
c2nters are inaccessible because they don't have interpreters.

Needs:

interpreters! Prime importance, especially for special
programs. If there are interpreters, then they will get a
lot of people

- multiple-handicapped need some consideration
- need to have things written in simple, easily understood

language
- need to have a naturalist who has some sign ability
- building - needs to be explained on how to use it and support

activities; the emergency procedures should be noticeably
posted

- need TTY definitely! Also, maybe some kind of emergency
connection at places along the trail with the center or
police/emergency units

Valley Use:

As word gets out that this facility is suitable for hearing­
impaired, it'll get a lot of use, especially on week-ends.
It would be good to have it open every day.

Bob's Comments:

- he will pass along this information at the June board meeting.
In turn those members or others from the club can call with
ideas, etc.

- he thinks a presentation at one of their meetings would be
good (but should be a meeting where Valley planners would
be real open for ideas - not say that "this and this is
already planned ll

• Hearing impaired often resent people
coming to them with a planned program just to get some
kind of approval
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deaf lions may be interested in using it for their ice­
fishing site
he thinks some groups would be interested in the hostels~

and a place to stay in a building
- must be sure to look at Code 504~ Chapter 55
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6/7/79

Dick Abraham - Minnesota Zoo

(Dick is the Director of Educational Services. Minnesota Zoo
is assured to win the Outstanding Educational Services Design
in Zoos for the World Award in 1979.)

Environmental Education:

1) Learning excursions - teachers and their classes who
participate in this program go through an in depth study
of a particular exhibit sequence. The teacher is sent a
Learning Excursions Packet that contains many pre and post
activities that is set up as a 2-4 week unit - really a
popular program. .
These guides were organized by teachers themselves through
workshops held at the zoo (two per summer since 1977) with
Dr. Gennarro from the University of Minnesota Curriculum and
Instruction Department; these included Elementary and Senior
teachers. It's now expanded to be a progressive year to
year program from kindegarten through twel~th grade.
Presently the pre-school packet is nearing completlon and
they will begin work on the Special Education packet.
Packets deal with objectives and values. The original
packets were piloted, so have been revised to take care of
snags. Cheap to do - teachers did it for college credit ­
curriculum·only cost about $1000 Of staff time.

* Ann Wilson - working on Ph.D. dissertation with pre and
post tests of the learning experienced by children .in this
program.
Also have four Solar Energy packets ready for when the solar
plant is in operation.

2) Station-Guide program - if a class comes to visit the zoo,
volunteers are at each station to provide information -
if a teacher lets them know ahead of time, the class is
given an orientation to the Zoo when they come.

3) Special classes - zoo is designing special classes for work
in metrics, and foreign language - open for ideas.

4) Zoomobile - naturalist travels out-state for special pro­
grams ($25 for minimum of 100).

5) Speaker's Bureau - volunteers go to individual classes to
give educational programs.

6) Zoo conducts teacher workshops and school in-service
training.

Trends:

Will need to do a lot of Public Relation work and go after the
inner city population - need to think about how to motivate
and attract those people who riever do anything outside or have
no understanding of the environment.

117



- 2 -

Need to go beyond traditional programs - important to orient
audience with visuals etc.

May be important to have special programs for various ethnic
communities.

History may be a big potential resource for the Valley (also
cultural, geology).

Important to keep dealing with the current Environmental
Education issues through programs, interpretive services.

Dick's Comments:

- they're doing a special Year of the Child Program with
Minnesota Education Association

- done very little so far in the way of programing for visually
and hearing impaired - working on this now

- Rindegarten through twelfth grade get free admission
- some of the volunteers know sign language
- real popular area is the touch and feel sea tank and the

touch and see room
- schedule approximately 750 kids a day - tours led by

volunteers
- volunteer program (Dorothy Cofe, coordinator) - 350 volunteers,

whole training program is 1000 hours - given recognition
and certificates for designated phases that they complete

- if MTC runs a bus down to Valley along Cedar (Route 36)
could really be important because they would like a·route
to come that way also - could set up a cooperative busline
between the Zoo and the Valley

- Valley is really prime for doing innovative programs and being
central clearinghouse
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6/11/79

Al Sonnestrahl

(He is the director of the Petro Howard House - halfway house
for hearing impaired adolescents)
(Peg Thomas - interpreter)

Outdoor Recreational Activities:

- like a lot of the same things as hearing people do and in
about the same proportion - they often don't get to do a
lot of these things though, because no interpreters or
modifications are made. Many times don't need elaborate
modifications

- like week-end camping a lot - needs to be rea~ly cheap
- don't use state parks much because they can't make

reservations

Needs:

- need accessible first aid and emergency procedures
- all staff should be trained to work with deaf people at least

on an emergency (medical) level; he has a book of pictures
that can be used in an emergency situation with a conscious
victim

- light warning system for fires, etc. - strobe lights won't
cause seizure

- *definitely must have TTY's available at facility
- really need rented eqUipment
- need lots of visuals - would be helpful to have volunteers

who would know some basic sign
- make up maps, so deaf can follow
- *instructors need to use body language - show what they mean

with action!
- have films and audio-visuals that are captioned - many senior

citizens could use this too
- self guided trails should have more pictures with simple

words

Since sign language is the 3rd most used foreign language in
the United States, it should be part of the in-service
training.
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6/7/79

Gary Bobb - Minneapolis Society for the Blind

(He just started as the recreation director - not too familiar
with past programs)

Outdoor Recreation Activities:

- they have about the same percentage of their population
interested in outdoor activities as does the sighted
population

- they do not want ~ special preferences like ropes that are
a conspicuous and specifically designed for someone blind

- he is trying to get a program going that will encourage
involvement with the community - the types of activities
helll plan will depend on interest and money

Needs:

- have trail widen to indicate stopping point, or use textures
- clarify forks in trail - maybe have a marker at fork to

indicate what lies in each direction
- use cassette tape recorders for interpretation; tactal

experiences important
- transportation - big need for mass transit to outdoor

sites - even more important some years down the road
- restrooms - need to build them uniformly - very confusing

to a blind person = he thinks there will be a concerted
effort to get a uniform model accepted as the style for
all public restrooms. Also need to determine some way which
TS:menls and women's

Trends:

international signage system
- elderly population will continue to grow, so need to have

programs and considerations for them (rest areas, large
print, etc.)

Outreach:

He can put a write up in their newsletter and in their tape
banks.

Garyls Comments:

- he would really like to be involved in the planning (tell Rita)
- be careful of architectural barriers like low over-hangs,

phones stuck on the wall, etc.
- could possibly use color for things like trails, etc.
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APPENDIX 0

Consumer Interviews

Teacher Interview Questions

1. How often do you visit the nature center? Progressive programs?
How long do you stay? Do you go to others also? (Why or why not?
which ones?)

2. What kinds of programs are most interesting to your students? Why?
Which ones didn't they like? Why?

3. In your IIteachers role", are you used as observer, facil itator or
leader in the activities?

4. Do you do pre and post activities with students before/after the
visit? Does the center give -suggestions?

5. Would you be able to use a central clearinghouse for outdoor education
materials? What other services would be beneficial to you?

6. Would you be interested in training workshops in Environmental
Education areas?

7. What are the problems involved in coming to a Nature Center?

8. Would you like to have a Naturalist or staff person be available
to come to the school?

9. Do you use the outdoors for teaching areas on the school site?

10. Do you think more teachers are getting involved in taking students
outside for learning activities?

11. What ways could nature centers improve their programming to be more
beneficial to you?
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1)

5/9/79

Suzanne Haas - Lincoln Hills 1st Grade - Woodlake (29 students) Richfield

Visits about twice a year because kids have to go on the bus.
(She used to go a minimum of six times when she was teaching
at a school within walking distance of Woodlake). About
seven teachers in her school go twice a year to Woodlake. She
doesn't go to any other Nature Center but some of the upper grades
go to Highland, Carver and the 6th grade goes to Isabella.

2) Any programs that are "l ook for" programs - hands on
experiences.

3) Depends on schedule. Woodlake only allows 15 per naturalist,
so if two weren't available, she can take on the naturalist
role.

4) Not too much in the way of pre and post activities. Maybe a
little introduction before and a discussion afterwards.
Woodlake gives suggestions for some activities, but just usually
doesn't use.

5) Could really use central clearinghouse.

6) She goes to workshops a lot - the ones who use the centers, seem
to go to workshops. She takes other classes for the teachers
who won't go to the nature center itself.

7} Busing can be a problem; can't leave until 9:30 and has to be
back by 2. Scheduling not too big a problem - Richfield given
so many days. She has self-contained classroom, so kid1s
schedule no problem. (They can go anywhere with no bus charge.)

8) Would like staff to come to school if it's appropriate to the
class - not lective but something catchy.

9) Yes, they have an adjacent nature area so they do things there.

10~ Majority still stay in classroom, but a mix of teachers do
get outside; people who do go to Nature Centers, etc. are ones
that the administration back; if administrators are involved
and supportive, then much more innovative ideas can be tried.

11) Need more money for staff so they can offer things more times;
good if they can help teacher get background.

(7500 Penn Avenue South)
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5/10/79

Jeannie Ryan - Centennial Elementary 4th Grade - Woodlake - Richfield

1) Five times a ¥ear (3 during regular school year, 2 during
summer school) - try to build upon previous experiences; used
the same unit for everyone, so not too good a grade level
division - but it is getting better; 2 hour time blocks
(1 - 1~ hour for 1st and 2nd grade). Uses no others; others
do.

2) Likes activities where each is individually involved outdoors;
don't like a lot of talking and get bored if they've done
it before.

3) More as observer and disciplinarian when with naturalist.
Naturalist only takes 15 so teacher does the same activity
on own if the second naturalist is not available.

4) Do both pre and post activities. Nature Center sends good
ideas.

5) Really need a resource like that; should have master lists
available to people who want to use it; maybe could have some
special event things sent to same place.

6) Qualified yes - time factor can be a problem; would be more
enticing if offered week nights, 4-9.

7) Problems include overlap and repetition on units - need to
work on progressive units; can't pay for any fees or charges;
Naturalists need to be scheduled some breaks and no over­
lapping of classes; need space to do alternate programs inside; .
need something kids can take back with them like a picture,
diagram, etc. - things to share when back in school or at home.

8) Definitely could use Naturalist to come to school.

9) Haven't used it a lot - go for a walk maybe, but since it's a
residential area, they don't use it a lot.

10) About the same, a lot don't want to get out in the bad weather
or don't enjoy themselves (especially some of the older ones).
Some concerned about liability - more control in classroom.
A lot don't have instruction in environmental education - if
came for in-service workshop from 4-6, would get great response
and wouldn't be afraid to try things with other co-workers
around.

11) Need more variety in what's offered; needs gearing towards
specific grade levels, more pre - post activities; someone to
come to school; resource center.

(7315 Bloomington Avenue Southl
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5/11/79

Dave Erbal - St. Huberts Junior High - Carver (30 students) Chanhassen

1) Three times, also to the new Zoo; go for entire day; all
staff involved in going to Nature Center.

2) Field and water studies; none.

3) Used as a leader; work out program with staff ahead of time.

4) Some pre and post activities; Carver offers some ideas;
Zoo sends good ideas.

5) Good idea - should have general listing; have rental or borrow-
ing of equipment. .

6) Necessary if you want to do a good job with Outdoor Education.

7) Cost of transportation; coordination with othel' teachers.

8) Good to have naturalist come in - good for kids and teacher.

9) Does quite a bit around the school.

12) About the same - good if staff could come to school and do a
workshop there using the grounds.

11) Newer, revised activities; more pre and post activity ideas;
get nature centers more involved with energy. .
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5/11/79

Dave Lagvold - West Middle School 6th Grade - Woodlake (30 students)
Richfield

1) Five to six times a year; go as long as nature center schedule
will allow - minimum of two hours; tries not to repeat activities ­
has a little progressive programing.

2) Focus on animal behavior; idenification of pond critters;
habitats; experiential activities; not really but depends on the
staff - human factor usually makes it good or bad.

3) Leader; likes doing it.

4) Yes; do ~ome provided by center and some he and Denny work up.

5) Really could use!

6) Teachers like on-site workshops - workshops really important!

7) Transportation; scheduling time with center to time they have
available.

8) Not necessary for him to have a Naturalist because he has a
lot of background - for some other teachers, though, may be
real nice.

9) Yes, quite a bit.

10) Same or less - no administrators who are really pushing for it;
other schools with stronger administrative support may be
increasing.

II} More pre and post activity ideas; more teacher involvement in
the activities.

(West Junior High, 7461 Oliver Avenue South)
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5/11/79

Denny Davis - West Middle School 5th, 6th and 7th grades - Woodlake
(30 students) Richfield

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

Likes to get kids out about once a month; goes to Woodlake a
minimum of 2-3 times a year; he tries to arrange for different
activities; goes for two hours; visits Carver for one day during
the year; goes to Isabella with 6th graders for one week; in
past has gone to Highland but not recently.

Likes outdoor things where there is lots of involvement; likes
having clipboards and paper so they can write out activities,
etc. Only thing that is not good is when they get the students
all psyched for an activity and then they can't do it or it
doesn't work.

He is usually a leader- he likes it.

Yes, use the nature centers' suggestions for activities as
guide.

Good idea to have central clearinghouse; have units designed
by activities in detail; especially helpful to new or inexperienced
teachers.

Good idea - again nice for new teach~rs.

Busing can be a problem - it takes up time.

Good to have Naturalist come to school - adds variety.

Have done things in past - not much now because it's getting so
residential.

Have declined - some of the excitement has worn off - classes
are bigger so harder to facilitate; pulling them out of class
can be an internal problem with some teachers.

More new activities.

126



5/12/79

Chuck Heuser = Science Coordinator - Beacon Heights 5th Grade - Wayzata
(Carver). (He is the coordinator for the other 12 teachers.)

1) They go two times a year; primary goes one time a year. They
go for all day because it's easier for the busing and it costs
less; they have gone to Morris T. Baker to camp overnight;
visit Lake Rebecca.

2) Like bird-banding, bird catching, snowshoeing with outdoor
activities; he takes his class out for doing Haiku Poetry and
Photography, then come back to classroom and puts together
a slide and tape show (his idea); tracks and traces; survival;
staff flops rather than the program. (iood to have the IINatural ist
in the Classroom ll program.

3) Usually as the leader or facilitator.

4) He tries to, he does get the packet of ideas.

5) Ideally, it would work well; practically - needs lots of pro­
motion; if people know it's there, then they will use it. It'd
be nice to have an lIanswer person ll to help out with problems
that arise.

6) Yes, in-service especially good for workshop days - in the past,
they have hosted an Environmental Education workshc'p at their
school district workshop day. It went over really well.

7} Cost of the bus - approximately $33-35 a bus to go to Carver.

8) Yes, it'd be very helpful; variety and helps the teacher.

9) Uses school site - many others do too.

10) Still basically the same ones - will do it sometimes for special
event things and will be more willing to do it in conjunction
with a subject.

11) Have more naturalists for smaller groups would be ideal; need
more information to take with them or get ahead of time.

(They have their own nature area of ~ - 1 acre, has heavy woods
and trail).

(12315 Highway 55)
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5/12/79

Jane Olson - Pilot Knob 6th Grad - West St. Paul (Dodge)

1) Scheduled for three trips a year by Dodge; she goes more if
it can be worked in; goes for 1~ hour; progressive units from
year to year. Have gone to Woodlake once, but Dodge is very
accommodating.

2) They really liked orienteering; none.

3) They are always with the Naturalist or one of the Volunteer
Naturalists, so she is mainly an observer; when they are going
to introduce a new unit, they have an in-service training for
teachers, so they will be familiar with it, and the staff can
suggest some good pre-post activities.

4) Yes, for example in orienteering, the center sent over hand-outs
with what to cover before they came, they also do some of their
own for their units.

5) Yes, especially if catalogued. Need reminders sent out so it
stays fresh in everyone's mind; could there be movies to be
loaned out? Slides?

6) Workshops helpful - either at the center itself, or at some
central location within the school district.

7) Kids dressing appropriately; bus ride can be a .hassle, depends
a lot upon the administration. Their administration really
supports the teachers going to the Nature Center, and Jim
Malkowski and his staff have helped to really invigorate the
program; they have good volunteers and always ready for them;
staff ~ ~ important!

8) Good idea - especially as a special event; good if they can also
work with the teacher, especially if it's the 1st time for an
activity.

9) Not really.

10) More, because actually forced. Each teacher automatically
scheduled by Dodge for three times a year for 1st - 6th grade,
only 1-2 times for Kindergarten.

11) Programing is good already.

(1436 Lone Oak Road)
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5/14/79

Gail Green - Oakdale Elementary, Kindergarten - West St. Paul (Dodge)
(20 - 25 students)

1) Three to five times a year in small groups of 8-10; the learn­
ing activities are for one hour and then they have another
hour of just hiking, whatever, and have a snack; all the units
are progressive from year to year.

2) Love the farm, like tracking, observation, "hands-on" experiences,
orchard is less interesting because there is nothing to take
home.

3) When they have enough volunteers, she is usually an observer;
before she used to be a leader, but she thinks it's better
to be a observer and help any little ones that need it.

4) Yes, from Nature Center - hold classes for teachers over there,
so can really learn a lot ahead of time.

5) Yes, it'd be great! Good if had some stuffed animals, what­
ever that they could borrow.

6) Yes, if they can get credit for them, especially at school
after job hours.

7) Weather can affect us and tbe program; with it being pre­
scheduled, teacher needs to schedule transportation quickly.

8) Yes, definitely. Always nice to have guest speakers.

9) Yes, they get outside for walks.

10) Increased - use it more since the center is so much more organized
and it is built right into the curriculum; free to come and use
it whenever they want to.

11) Only thing is to be as certain as possible that staff will be
there.

(1033 Oakdale Avenue)
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5/14/79

Marge Harein - Garlough Elementary 6th Grade - West St. Paul (Dodge)
(23 students)

1) Go 6 - 8 times a year; usually 1-1~ hour stay; all Dodge is
on progressive units; doesn't go anywhere else because Dodge
is right across the road.

2) Bird watching; orienteering is big favorite; snowshoeing; only
thing would be that the second part of orienteering wasn't
hard enough, need more challenge.

3) Generally as observer; prefers to have kids with a naturalist
because it's their specialty - not hers.

4) Yes, usually suggested by Dodge.

5) It'd be OK; she herself has so much material already.

6) People get interested so get them out ta the center; if doing
pre-post materials, come to the individual school, otherwise go
to the center.

7) None, because so close.

8) Not really because again, they are so close to Dodge~ could
maybe use as guest speaker.

9) Usually go over to the center.

10) Seems to be developing because of availability of materials
and accessibility of the grounds.

11) Education of the teachers very important - things to orient
teachers ahead of time; availability of naturalist to come
to school to work with teachers.

(1740 Charlton)
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5/14/79

Jim Rhoerborn - Mendota School 4th Grade (Dodge) 24 students

1) Three times a year, 1~ hours, carryover from year to
year.

2) Bird observation good because of carryover value; none.

3) Observer mostly, but can help out.

4) Yes, mainly the ones by Dodge.

5) OK; need to know what kinds of information would be available ­
need to be catalogued.

6) Yes, could use them.

7) Having enough Naturalists to have small groups - six students
is ideal group size.

8) Good idea.

9) Not much; have used in the past before housing development started.

10) Yes, more involvement - they have workshops by grade levels
so Dodge gets the teachers over there. Also, each teacher is
scheduled for nature center trips, so if a teacher won't go, then
another teacher can trade classes for that time so all the
kids get to go.

11) Need a little more pre trip preparation; more developed units;
be good if staff could get acquainted with the students ahead
of time~ need more resources to go along with the units.

(2001 South Victoria Road)
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5/14/79

Brenda Hanks - Garlough Elementary School 2nd Grade - West St. Paul
(Dodge) 22 students)
(Will be Pilot Knob next year - has taught K-3)

1) Three for fall/winter - four times in snring - right across
the road from Dodge; go for approximately one hour; all schedul­
ed times are progressive units; other visits tie into a
particular unit.

2) Like them all; likes experiential activities outside; good
because the kids don't always understand that things are there
in wet or cold; none - some haven't gone as well because kids
forget to come prepared in cold or wet weather.

3) Observer, sometimes disciplinarian - good for kids to hear
someone else.

4) Dodge gives the units and suggestions.

5) Love the idea! Good to have slides, films, activities and
speciar-event publications and addresses for free materials.

6) Yes - desperately need them with college credit available.

7} Weather can be a problem if not dressed properly; otherwise not
much problem since right across road. Need to use small
groups! (10 or 1ess) .

8) Nice to have someone available for special events.

9) Yes, do math and art outside.

10) Yes, because Dodge is now designing and involved with units for
the primary, so more of these teachers getting into it; also
helps that all materials are provided, teachers get a briefing
before hand and the staff will help them out with about any­
thing.

11) Some programs have been limited due to staff size. Really
doing a good job, especially with activities for the ~rimaries

getting going.

(Sent materials about 5900 class)
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5/16/79

Mary Catherine Murray - Farmington Elementary - 1st Grade (Woodlake)
25 students
(have seven rooms now, next year eight of 1st grade)

1) One time in the spring; make appointment with Woodlake; at
least 1~ hour. No don't go anywhere else, except the University
Farm. Go here because it's close and has the floating marsh walk­
way - lots to do.

2} Birds, water studies; animal homes - touch and feel really
important. None.

3) Guide own group because not enough Naturalists.

4) Yes, take walks around school and do some activities sent by
Woodlake.

5} Yes.

6} Yes, week-ends good.

7} Staying with the group and having them in control; need
opportunities for each child to do the stuff.

8) Yes.

9) Yes.

10) Yes, because they have such interesting tours now.

11) More naturalists; each grade can only have two trips and they
have to decide as a grade where to go.

(Independent School District #192)
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6/1/79

Lynn Martin - Mississippi 2nd Grade (Highland) Bloomington (29 Students)
(all four 2nd grade classes went)

1) Depends, normally use Elm Creek - went there because they had
good experience there last year; fit into curriculum enrich­
ment program; go once a year; 10-2:30 PM; almost whole day, Zoo.

2). Second grade - identifying plants, looking for animals, likes
to handle the animals, looking for habitats; need variety of
activities; not really.

3) Used as a part-time leader; she like that because she likes to
be included and involved. Helped to have materials provided;
simple things for teacher to do.

4) Yes, will use what they send - she also puts together her own
things.

5) Goodness yes! Films, slides, printed materials they could
duplicate; some activities; packets.

6) Appreciate it a lot!

7) Time is a problem; they pay, so harder to pay for bus; must
be back by 1:30 (bus). Minnesota Valley not too far if they
can plan in advance - would be good to have a residence

facility.

8) Yes.

9) Have an Outdoor Site they developed - kids involved in the
planning and growing of things.

10) Yes - especially since they have their own area.

11) More pre and post activity packets.
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6/1/79

Velma Peterson - Bancroft 5th Grade (Highland) Minneapolis (30 students)

1) Three times (seasonal); not in progressive units; 9-1:30;
yes Carver and Wisconsin.

2) Actually doing stuff, hunting and looking; tracks; depends
on group but sometimes the water study is not too interesting.

3) Not enough staff, so was a part time leader.

4) Yes, used to be provided but not lately.

5} Yes, definitely! Films, pictures (slides); things common to
the area; units or reference materials.

6} I think so.

7) Lack of something constructive to do once at the site; need
planned activities by the center and teacher; no problem with
taking the trip except buses have to get back on time.

8) Yes, very good.

9} Just at nature center - nothing really close.

10) I think they are more aware of activities and heightening the
child's awareness.

II} Have naturalist spend more time with children; go in~depth

a little more - need more habitats shown and explained. Need
naturalist to work with children in small groups of 8-15 maximum.
Teacher shouldn't always be teaching, especially since this is
to be the naturalist's area of expertise and not necessarily
the teacher's.
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6/1/79

Kevin Sandell - Parkview Kindergarten (Highland) Bloomington
(55 students split)

1) First time here - in past has taken a class once a year during
summer school; 2 hours is too long for kindergarten, has
gone to Pike Island and Richardson with 2nd grade.

2) Using senses, observation skills, animal homes; actively involv­
ed; tried observation sheet for things in nature - not good
because if things they happened to see weren't on sheet,
they didn't pay attention to it.

3) Leader/facilitator - went out before hand to talk to naturalist ­
information could have been communicated through a booklet,
packet or phone - should have the teachers walk the trails
first with the naturalist.

4) Not too much - always wish to do more before and after - not
much help given from nature center.

5) Yes, would be - really needs to be communicated to the teachers
in order to be effective.

6) Yes, have taken some before.

7) Availability of gas; get parents to go.

8) Yes.

9) Very little.

10) Yes, if site and materials are available.

11) Mere convenient times.
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6/1/79

Lorraine Schultz - Parkview Elementary - Kindergarten (Highland)
Bloomington (55 students split)

1) This was their first time here; 1~ hours; no.

2) Love live animals - no.

3) Supposed to be a leader, she needed more beforehand help.

5) Yes; exposure important so the more things available, the
better.

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

Yes.

No problems.

Great idea! Could really use them.

Not really - in a housing development (Northview).

Getting out more because more things are available and more
help around for the teacher.

Having outreach programs, training workshops; provide more
pre and post for all levels. .
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4/19/79

Talk with Richfield Senior Citizens Club

Informally with 4-8 seniors

Contact: Dean Lovering
President of Young at Heart Club 869-4398
Meet 1st and 3rd Wednesday of month = 125

Get youth groups to help do upkeep on the place - YCC good.
Have big, easy to get to picnic areas.
Have log bridges over gullies - easy to walk the trail.
Have some kind of law enforcement to keep people from tearing up

stuff and being too loud.
Steps of any account are out! Have slopes.
Shuttle bus is good idea :-people can get to areas they. can1t

walk to.
Carrtage riding would be really fun!
All the activities are good - lots of people have lots of interest.
If MTC went there, so would they.
Not sure of hunting and trapping - good probably for younger people ­

they've given away a lot of their equipment - any rental?
Berry gathering for jelly might be fun.
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Trevilla: Robbinsdale

*** send list of naturalists and
parks to Sue H. - Trevilla

- also send Sue manual to review
- send Sue a map

18 individuals +

Acti viti es:

* picnic tables: need
to get under; table
top needs to be higher

fish hatchery16)

fishing and fishing boats
hiking
nature
trails left "natural ll yet can go on own - nice for trail
length to be flexible - good trail system; various lengths
important to provide information to blind, etc.
cross-country skiing
minature golf
tubing and ropes
pontoon boats
tent camping
canoeing
ice fishing
hunting (disabled sportsmen)
- likes to travel when hunting
trail rest areas - into environments
boat landings

1)

j~
4)

5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

10)
11)
12)
13)

14)
15)

Programs Environmental Education Center:

birdwatching, learning, nature studie~, etc.

Toil ets:

- need to get to tndependently
- exterior is essential
- interior is often too difficult
- need for row access vault toilets for farther

possible camping experience

Nature Centers

- programing - naturalists
- equipment, i.e., fishing poles
- fishing displays, aquariums, etc.

Trends:

More tent camping. - need sheltered areas

Transportation:

- project mobility expansion - check this
- needed on general MTC

Camping: A good, safe experience

- slope of trails
- AM

Finnhansen 217 Tel: 522-9650
Mornings &evenings 588-7078

- preservation of resources
- nice trails
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1/6/79

Trevilla of Robbinsdale - 18 residents

Camping - tent sites (Deb)
individual and group (Deb)
dorm possibilties (Deb)

Are there old buildings? yes (Deb)
Are there old buildings at Fort Snelling? Fort area buildings

may be available. (Rita)
Status of the park at Fort Snelling - picnicking, swimming. (Rita)

Nature Center is accessible. (Rita)
With making accessible, do you still keep wilderness? yes. (Deb)
Development will not be done.
What recreation activities?

Fishing
Hiking - 100king at the views along the way
Trail development that is very natural (meander around)

How long should a wheelchair be? How far will it go?
Dirt is better than limestone.
100% crushed limestone is best. (Rita)
Option would be really nice for people.
15 mile trail - suggested by resident.
Skiing
Tubing - lift to get residents up the hill.
Special fishing areas.
Pontoon boat
Picnic tables - accessible ones.
Won't be lighted at night. (Deb)
Canoeing
Ice fishing
Hunting (Deb)
Like to travel to other states (Resident)
Long trail with loops which could come back

Have loops go to somewhere.
Place to sit off the trail. (Deb)
P~ogram for environmental nature center.
Bird observations
Program will be set up for all handicaps
How many buildings - the only one will be the Nature Center.

Nature Center will be energy efficient.
Boat landings

Fish hatchery
Canoeing
* Make sure bathrooms are accessible to them (without having help

to be pushed into them)
Restrooms out away down the trail for long hikes.
Place to try new activities - equipment available.
Displays of fishing - things to do inside.
Learning experiences available.
Make sure camping is really comfortable.

- make the first experience the best possible
- good, safe experience

Tent camping appears to be on the increase.
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- 2 -

Transportation
Expansion of Project mobility - check on this.

Will there be sheltered area? (for in case of rain)
What about the possibility of getting a guide? (Sue asked)
When would you use the area?

Summer long - during week and weekends.
Idea to have a naturalist give a special program. (Deb)
Trying to get parks up north to be accessible.
Make sure the trails aren't too steep so you wouldn't go off

the trail.
Slope are really important.

Triple A should use an access symbol.
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6/7/79

New Horizons Group
(A social recreation group of Mentally Retarded Young Adults
organized by The Suburban Community Services - majority of these
people are from community based group homes.)

(Approximately 24 members attended and were interviewed by Sue
Armagost and myself)

Almost all of these individuals were interested in tent camping
with their friends - they have gone as a group before and
really liked it - some go to camp during the summer and enjJY
that too.

Things they like to do outside or at parks:

~ singing
- weather activities (sky-watching)
- picnics (cookouts)
- throw frisbees
- go on nature walks (like to do this alone sometimes)
- boating and. fishing (really popular)
- make craft things like rugs, necklaces, bracelets (natural

materials?)
- beehives
- stars and moon
- softball (sports of all kinds - a social activity rather

than competition)

They aren't real familiar with winter activities, although some
have skied and sledded and went ice fishing.

They need to be able to get equipment.

When asked about visiting nature centers and doing nature activities,
almost all of them said they had never been to one (one person
who still lived with her family had gone to one and really
liked it) and the only nature things they could think of was
the nature walk they had taken. One women was very adamant
about wanting a place in the woods where she could walk by
herself and be alone for awhile.
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Kathy Meers - Social Group for Mentally Retarded Teens
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Juvenile Delinquent's

Tom Bezek - Hennepin County Home School

Low Income - Minorities

Janabelle Taylor - Hallie Q. Bro,~

Jim Mason - Director, Camp l~ilder, Wilder Foundation

Jim Cherry - Plymouth Christian Youth Center

Mike Shypulski - St. Paul Salvation Army

Mr. Bailey - Phyllis Wheatley

Phil Revitzky - Neighborhood House
(also Frank Hajakata)

Bruce Graves - Native American Center

Greg Hani - Pillsbury-Waite Center
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House

Bob Cooke - President, Minnesota Association for Deaf Persons
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AI Sonnenstrahl - Petro Howard House

Candy Schwartz - Hearing Impaired Specialist, Chaska School
District

Kent Winchester - National Technical Institute for the Deaf

Visually Impaired
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High School
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Community Agencies (Non-special Populations)

Dan Lindsey - State Extension Service (Urban) Handicapped)
Disadvantaged Program)

Jewish. Community Center

Charlie Spears - Superintendent of Minneapolis Park Board

Helen Waldock - Community Education Services) West St. Paul

Sharon Drumm - West St. Paul Recreation Department

"Discovery" - Church Group

Connie Lewis - Ramsey County Extension

Teacher Interviews

Dave Lagvold - West Middle School

Denny Davis - West Middle School

Jeannie Ryan - Centennial Elementary

Suzanne Haas - Lincoln Hills

Mary Murray -.Farmington Elementary

Dave Erbal - St. Huberts) Chanhassen

Chuck Heuser - Beacon Heights

Jim Gilbert - West Junior High) Hopkins
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Jane Olson - Pilot Knob
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Gail Green - Oakdale Elementary

Lynn Martin - Mississippi
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Sam Larson - Bancroft

Velma Peterson - Bancroft

Rita Johnson - Bancroft
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Chemical Dependency

Scott Acbischer - JamestO\ffi

Kevin Molloy - Shanti House

Environmental Education - Schools

Brian Swedburg - Mounds Park Junior High

Charlie Smith - Metropolitan Council

Bob Callecod - Hennepin County Park Reserve

Bob Simonette - Science Museum

Kate Murray - Bell Museum

Bernie Schmidt - Emerson School

Mary O'Connor - ~erson School

Environmental Education - Native Centers, Museums, etc.

Randi Hughes - Woodlake

Jim Malkowski.- Dodge

Pat (Kuntz) Pa~ker - Richardson (Highland)

- Roy Walker - Land Between the Lakes, Kentucky

Dick Abraham - Minnesota Zoo

Roger Stein - Lowry (Carver)

Kay Getting - Camp Widjiwagen

Lindsey Hart - Camp Widjiwagen

Bruce Lindbergh - Camp Tamarack
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Dixie Hessler and Sue Thomas - Wisconsin State Extension Office
(Division of Natural Resources and Environmental Education)

Interviewed - Twenty-four mentally retarded young adults from the
New Horizons Group (Suburban Community Services)

Interviewed - Twenty physically disabled residents from Trevilla
(Robbinsdale)

Interviewed in person and through questionnaire numerous senior
citizens throughout the state. . .
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Outdoor/Environmental Education
School Groups Contacts

Brian Swedburg - Outdoor Education Program - Mounds Park Junior High
School. 771-5535

Dave Lagrold - West Middle School (6th &7th). 861-8270, Ext. 317

Denny Davis - West Middle School

Jeannie Ryan - Centennial Elementary School. 861-8280

Suzanne Haas - Lincoln Hills. 861-8290

Mary Murray - Farmington Elementary School. 463-7193

Lorraine Schultz - Parkview. 423-4441

Lynn Martin - Mississippi. 421-9250

Sam Larson, Velma Peterson, Rita Johnson - Bancroft (Minneapolis).
827-3685

Sue Klein - Chaska Schools. 448-2854

Dave Erbal - Chanhassen (St. HUberts). 474-6003

Chuck Heuser (Coordinator) - Beacon Heights~ Wayzata. 545-6840

Jim Gilbert - West Junior High, Hopkins. (933-9256)

Jim Rhoerborn - (4th) Mendota School. 457-9533

Jane Olson - (6th) Pilot Knob. 457-9539

Marge Harein (6th) Garlough Elementary. 457-9530

Brenda Hanks (2nd) Garlough Elementary. 457-9530

Gail Green (K) Oakdale Elementary. 457-9537

Kevin Sandsell (K) Parkview. 423-4441
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Outdoor/Environmental Education
Individual Contacts

Tex Hawkins - U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Bob Bystrom - MREEC

Charlie Smith - Metro Council (sending report)

Bob Callecod - Hennepin County Park Reserve District

Leo McAvoy - Asst. Professor - Recreation Division - University
of Minnesota

~ob Simonette - Minnesota Science Museum (Metcalf Center)

Kate Murray - Bell Museum

John Miller - State Department of Education. Environmental Education

Randi Hughes - Woodlake Nature Center (Naturalist Association)

Jim Malkowski - Dodge Nature Center - Association of Interpretive
Naturalists

Mickey Pierson - Michael Dowling School. Community Studies
Committee

Pat Kuntz - Richardson Nature Center

Roy Walker, Richard Cottrell - Land Between the Lakes, Environmental
Education Learning Center, Kentucky - 502-924-5602

Brian Swedburg - Outdoor Education Program, Mounds Park Junior High
School (St. Paul)

Sandra Quinn - Minnesota Science Museum

Dick Abraham - Education Director, Minnesota Zoo

Roger Stein - Carver Regional Park - Lowry Nature Center

Gordon Opel - Previous DNR student worker, involved with initial
phases of the project
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